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A Little History "With Beferenco
to Western, Mo.

Whore the ramons Eon Eolladay StatU
His Stnrt A Town That Had 6,600

People In 1850, and lias Only
1,006 In 1305.

COFTIUGBT.l

The town of Weston, Missouri, a few
miles above Fort Leavenworth, on the
ether side of the river, is the oldest
Eettlement in this section of the west.

In 1330, four years before Kansas
territory was opened for settlement,
'Weston had five or six thousand peo
ple, several miles of paved and guttered J

streets, and gas works. Weston wan
the largest town in Missouri, outside
of St. Louis, up to ISoS as late as 134j,
the present eity of St. Joseph was
Known as Ilobidoux's Landing. The
census of 1S90 gave Weston a popula-
tion of 1,127; it has less than that
number of people now.

The "Platte Purchase" was ceded to
Missouri in 1836, and consisted of what
is now known as Platte, Buchanan,
Andrew, Holt, Nodaway and Atchison
counties. These counties lie in the
northwest corner of the state, extend
ing from Iowa to Kansas City, and
bounded on the west by the Missouri
river. Originally the west line of Mis-

souri followed the west linf s of Clay,
Clinton, DeKalb, Gentrj-- and Worth
counties: the "Platte Purchase" is
nil that part of Missouri lying be-

tween the counties named and tho
Missouri river. On the map, the
"Platte Purchase" resembles a ham
in shape. Tn JS37 the Sac and
Fox Indians left the purchase, and it
was opened to settlement. The tract
w.i called the "Platte Purchase"' be-

cause the Platte river runs through ita
entire length.

Weston was practically the first set
tlement in the "Platte Purchase" and
the man who laid town was a Atchison, but too late.
.private soldier same who road was extended on to Kansas City,
wat discharged from army at Fort
Leavenworth about the time the coun-
try was opened. Fort Leavenworth
was laid out in 1327, by Colonel Henry
Leavenworth, who in that year com-

manded an expedition against the In-

dians of west. His command pulled
:i number of 3Iackinaw boats up the
river by hand, and Sergeant Tom Ellis,
who "blazed" trees to mark the
original site of Fort Leavenworth,

later years in Weston,
1)y hanging. The older settlers of
Weston remember Sergeant Tom Kliis
well, and quote him as saj'ing that
Colonel Leavenworth himself Suggested
that the new military post be given his
name. Colonel Leavenworth was after
wards breveted a brigadier general.

A soldier named Joseph Moore pre-
empted the land on which Weston was
built, in 1S37, but his comrade, Tom
Weston, traded for the townsite, and
gave his Thc3. Jordan, who
is still living in Illinois, surveyed the
townsite.

John S. Woods, known as "Unclo
John," arrived at Weston in the spring
of 1S33, with his father's family.
Woods is now 75 years old, and claims

J011S B. WOODS,
to be tho oldest inhabitant only
man who disputes his claim is W. G.
Noble, or "Boss" .Noble, who says that
he came before Woods did. Woods
contends that he came in spring of
1S33, while Noble came the following
fall. But the distinction of being the
oldest inhabitant certainly lies between
these two thoy have no rivals for
honor. Noble is 77 years old, and a
stouter man than Woods, who is two
years younger.

Woods says that when he reached
Weston in May. 1S3S, he found three
log cabins on the townsite, but the
town hnprdved rapidly, and there are
several eitizens still living who landed
therein 1340; among them the Railev
Bros., bankers, who have been there
continuously ever .since. One of them
was married a few months ago, at the
age of 74 years.

l"p to 1S40, the only steamboat that
ran above Ueston was the "Clapner'
winch went up to the head waters oi I

me river in tne spring, and returned
in the fall, loaded with furs. Early in
the lifiies, there were 120 sidewheel
steamboats on the Missouri river, and
probably all of them ran above Weston.
James O'Neal, an old river captain now
living m St. Louis, is authority thia
statement.

Weston began declining in 1654. o

Kuna excitement. Previous
to that time it had been a great out-fittin- g

point for the wc-t- . In .jw
memorable excitement following
opening of Kansas, Weston was lotFight of. and Leavenworth began toattract attention. name

first was Arte
was chartered to run from Hannibal,
On the Miss:s:ip;)i. to Wit.nn .1
Missouri. But some of the citizens
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irnowu as tne iiailnlDal "& St. Joseph.
This resulted in several of the best
citiens of Weston removing- to St. Joe
notably the Eiirnes brothers, and Wes'
ton was left in bad shape, with Atchi
r.on and St. Joseph above, and Leaven-
worth and Kansas City below. To thia
day old citizens of Weston tell how

were sold out in the railroad deal ;

how their member of the legislature
traded them off for two places in the
land office at Savannah. They also
abuse certain cilbens of 1856-- 9, who
were indifferent to the railroad, fear-
ing the locomotives would scare the
game awaj, and give their negroes a
rapid means of running away.

ra. Osborne, who built the Hanni-
bal & St- - Joseph road, is still living, at
Waterville, New York, at the age of
B7. lie is noted as an advo- -

WM. OSBOKXn.
catc of cremation. A few years ago
he built a crematory, and presented it,
to native town, and when he dies,,
his body will be cremated. Mr. Os-

borne spends a portion of his time at
Atchison, where two of his daughters
live.

Weston rallied in 1SG1. and secured
an extension of the which'
had in the been built to!

out the it was
name,

It n:me.
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and Weston has never been able to.
get another one. During the three or
four years the railroad at Wes-
ton, a line of boats ran between .Wes-
ton and Kansas City.

On the 1st of July, 1SG1, daily stages
began running from Atchison to Fol-Eo-

California, the eastern end of the
Central Pacific; the freighters soon
followed, and Weston had little left
except recollection of its former great-
ness. This line of daily stages was
established as a result of the Pony ex
press, which carried mail from the
Missouri river to Folsoin, California,
in days. The object of the Pony
express was to establish the fact that
there was a safe and feasible route for
carrying the United States mails over
what was known as the northern trail.1
The Pony express lasted a little over a
year, and was immediately followed
by the overland stages, which were
operated by a company headed by Wm.
II. liussell, who started the Pony ex-
press. Kussell was a member of the
big freighting firm of Russell, Majors
& Waddell, which got into difficulty in
1362, and Ben Ilolladay took the line,'
having loaned the company a lot of
money.

The Majors mentioned above has
lately been prominent because of his
wife and daughter applying for adrais- -
ion to the poor house at Kansas City.

Majors is now living in California, old,
feeble and poor, but he still has enough,
energy left to keep up a vigorous quar-
rel with his family. At one time he)
was immensely wealthy, and his family-Jive-

abroad.
Ben Holladay was a Weston man,

nnd lived there ten or twelve years.
He came west in 1S3S and located first
nt Independence, Mo. A few years
later he appeared at Weston, and' was
the principal citizen of the town until
la.'.O, when he went west again, and
only appeared at Weston occasionally
to isit his family.

Ben Holladay became the most prom-
inent figure in the west, and was known
everywhere. He ran stages from the
Missouri river to FoLsom, California,
and to Helena, Montana, and his name
was on every tongue. Mark Twain, in
"Innocents Abroad,' tells of an im- -
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pious youth named Jack, who was
listening to an enthusiastic pilgrim in
the Holy Land tell about Moses guid-
ing the children of Israel three hundred
miles in forty years.

"Forty years:" Jack said, contempt-
uously. "Three hundred miles ! Bah !

Ben Holladay would have fetched them
through in thirty-si- x hours I "

Slade. the outlaw who killed twenty-si- x
men, was a division a cent for the

overland stage company, and the west-
ern literature of that was full of

of Ben Hnilrdn- - At.,..!.About this time j the
the railroad projected anl I Twain,
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express

somewhat

railroad,
meantime

ended

nine

1

time

mus Ward. Horace Greelev.
Albert D. Richardson and Governor
Bross were among his passengers, and

j they all wrote about him.
Ben Ilolladay was both rich andgreat, but he began life in Kentuckv

a- - a farm hand working with neqroes.
When he first appeared at Weston, he
built a two-stor- y log house, with a
saloon on the lower floor, and a am-blin- g

room above. He had what the
Weston people cull a "Guinea nicr"for a barkeeper, and the driukwere
sold over a linn slab for a bar. Whiskv
was sold in those days for twenty cents--

gallon by the barrel, but Ben Hollar-a-

y retailed it for twenty-fiv- e cents annk,and very naturallymade monev.
Out in the yard there was a stump andan oh! nxo wttere patrons of his bar
i"t half dollar silver pieces in two, asquarter dollar pieces were scarce-H- e

kmned some of the monev thus
wimed to a dru-gi- st. and was finally
comprised to take the drur tor He

A--

mso operated a'notei ror a tune, "But; iTe
was a natural born aristocrat, and a
natural born speculator, and soon en-
gaged in greater pursuits. There are
certain peculiarities in Weston streets
and lots to this day for which Ben
Holladay's scheming is responsible.

He married his first wife in Weston,
a Miss Ann Calvert, daughter of Smith
Calvert, and was compelled to run
away with her. Miss Calvert was only
a school girl, fifteen or sixteen years
old, and one day on her way home,
from school, Ben Holladay met her,
and proposed that they get married.
He was irresistible in love, as in every-- !
thing else, so the girl got up behind
him on the horse he rode, and they!
went over to the squire's, and were
married. During the ceremony, Miss,'
Calvert wore the apron "she had worn'
Bt school.

He built a beautiful home on a sixty
acre tract two miles out of Weston..
The place cost 536,000, but thb man
who lives there now got it for $6,000.,
It has halls that vou could drive a
DUefgy through, and has white marble
mantels, but it is a small affair com
pared to the home to which Ben Holla-
day afterwards took his wife at White
Plains, "Sew York. Whitelaw Keid,
late candidate for vice president on
the Republican ticket, lives in the
White Plains house now, and the pri-
vate chapel where the Reid family wor-
ship was built by the Weston girl.

Ben Holladay had four children ; two
girls and two boys. The girls attracted'
the attention usually bestowed upon
the daughters of rich men, and one of
them married a count, and the other a
baron. Both left their worthless hus-
bands, and their father took care of
them. One of the daughters died on a
Union Pacific train twelve years ago ;

every member of the family is now
dead, including Holladay's second wife,
who was governess to Ann Calvert's
children. Holladay lived awhile in
Washington, where he went to
prosecute a claim against the crovern- -
ment for depredations committed byj
Indians. He refused a settlement of

100,000, and died a poor man in
Oregon, where it is said his brother
Joe did not treat him right. Holla- -'

day's total claim against the govern-
ment was $700,000. In the original
papers the name of John J. Ingallsi
appears as notary public.

The man who lives in Holladay's
Weston house now was formerly an
express messenger ; at this writing he
is a justice of the peace. His name is
Joe Evans, called "Ivvans" by his
neighbors. Joe Evans was slow, but
he was sure. It is the best way.

Chas. A. Perry, who lived in the
Weston house after Holladay, is at
present a wretched old man living in1 '

St. Joe, where he peddles vegetables
from a basket. In the boom days of
Weston, Perrj' wasi crovernment con- -
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tractor, and Joe Evans worked for him.
Evans was once on the plains six
months in Perry's service, and during
that time delivered corn to government
posts amounting in value to 1,912,000.
The profit to Perry on transaction
was a quarter of a million dollars.
Still, he is peddling vegetables from a;
basket, and Joe Evans, his former
clerk, lives in his house.

Theodore F. Warner was another
citizen of Weston who made

a great deal of money in the early
days. He died very poor in Kansas
City. In the good old days of the
town, there were five enormous hemp
and tobacco warehouses in Weston.
These were so crowded with teams un-
loading that many hemp and tobacco
haulers were compelled to remain in
line over night to get a chance to un-
load the next morning. Hemp was
worth S200 a ton then, and a good
would produce tons. Hemp has
disappeared, however, like the ware-
houses ; you never see it around Wes-
ton now. It was no uncommon sight
in the old daj--s see ten steamboats
lying at Weston, loading hemp to-
bacco, and unloading merchandise.

According to the people of Weston,
Warner backed Holladay in all his
earlier enterprises. During the Cali-
fornia emigration in 1S49, Warner out-
fitted nolladay with eight mule teams,

loaded the wagons with merchan-
dise. Holladay had money, but was
considered shrewd; and took the train
io Salt Lake, as Warner's partner.'
Holladay sold the goods at enor-
mous profit, and invested the proceeds
in cattle at from $4 to S6 a head, which
he drove to San Francisco, and sold at
SCO a head. He also bought flour of
the Mormons, and sold it to the gov-
ernment at the various military posts
in the west. Holladay made great
profit, without doubt, but none of it
came back to Weston, and Warner
finally went west to see about it.

He returned as poor as he went; in
fact, poorer, for he had raised money
from Holladay by giving a mortgage
on his homesteath Warner's home was

Since the of Cod-liv- er

Oil into the treatment of
the average life

of patients has increased from
two to eight years. The num-
ber of cases cured in ic early
stages of the disease has multi-
plied, and now assert
that can almost al-

ways be averted if good care and
treatment are begun in tirae.

Cod-liv- Oil ought always to
be a part of the treatment, and
it should be taken in the form
of Scott's which is
palatable and does not derange
digestion. Scott's Emulsion is
in even way superior to plain,
oil. Dmi: accept a substitute!
Scs L ve,K. Y: A.1 Drjjrats. 50c. asd 51.

arcerwaras soia to satisxy tne nouaaay
mortgage.

"I know it to be a fact," John Woods
said to the writer, "for I cried the sale,
myself."

Warner lost S25.000 in one year in,
Weston, buying hemp and tobacco, and.
it was about time that he gave
Holladay the mortgage on his home.

Weston people generally speak ia
the highest terms of Warner, but few
of them speak weU of Holladay. The
story of Holladay seUing Warner's
home is admitted, but some of the
more conservative say that Holladay
was himself in tight circumstances,
and could not avoid doing what he
The conservatives further say that
Warner finally recovered from Holla-
day the money he actually put into the
mule train, although he never received

pry of ths profits, which were enor--
It is also stated that whilefoous.
& Holladav sold great quanti

ties of beef cattle to the government
pt Fort Leavenworth, Holladay man-
aged the business in such a way that
fWarner, who pat up the capital, never
received any oi the pronts. of
Holladay's very first ventures in Wes-
ton was buying a lot of pack horses
driven in from the plains by an army
officer.

Citizens of Weston tell of a famous
fight between Ben Holladay Geo.
jlV. Dye. Dye had whipped Ben's broth-
er Joe, and Ben took it up. The men
were very evenly matched until Dye
got Holladay's thumb in his mouth,
when the latter "bellered a calf."
as Uncle John Woods expressed it.
This fight occurred in 1350, and made
J'en Holladav so mad that he left the
town for good.

Ten or twelve years later, Ilolladay
was the biggest man in the west, and
fit that time the west was attracting a
great deal of attention : much more
than at present. He had a valet, and
in manicuring his employer, possibly
the valet wondered where that thumb
was : j his money, its place
made a and explained that a men havej
was chewed up in a bear fight out we3t,

There was a great deal of fighting in
Weston in the early days ; fist fighting,
fts a rule, as knives pistols were
frowned upon. It was no uncommon
thag in. the flush times to see five or
tix fist fights in progress at the same
time ; two men would become engaged,

their friends would take it up.
Fist fighting is very rAre now, but it
was very common in the early days of
Weston. When a citizen a griev-
ance against a man, he took out of
his hide at the first opportunitj, pro-
viding he was able. There were a
number of noted scrappers in the town ;

Uncle John Woods himself was some-
what of a dead game sport when in his
prime, and until a weeks ago, his
son was citv marshal. The city mar

recommenc Royal Baking Powder superior to
all others. It is indispensable
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snal of a small town Is always sdeelVXl
because he is not afraid.

Fisl fighting was so common in the
tarty-- days that it attracted little at-
tention. When a party of young fel-

lows from town went out into
country to a dance, a general fight was
pretty sure to follow. If a country
fellow imagined that a town fellow
was receiving too much attention from
the girls, he would a.notion in his
head that he could whip him. It was
easy to find an excuse to start a fight.
A favorite excuse was for the county
fellow to accuse the town fellow of

about" his sister. Tho town
man in all probability said noth-
ing about the countryman-'-s sister,
possibly the countrjman hadn't a sis-

ter, but that was a way they had.
This means of starting- - a fight has not
died out even at this day. James
W. Coburn, tho Weston lawyer, told
the writer of this that aman was tried
for murder a few weeks! ago at Platte
Chy, was his defense: that
the dead man had talked about his
fiister! It was established
question that the dead man not
talked about any woman, and that the

used thatjolaim as a pre-
text, believing that it t would creato
sympathy in his favor.

Sometimes, when a man called an
other off to one side, to accuse of

about his sisters, he found the
whittling. In that event, the

accuser would be apt to listen to rea-
son, for he knew what that whittling
meant; it meant that the whittler was
a cutter : that he would use his knife
the moment the fight began. Another
bad sign was whem a man began cry
ing : it was a sign ithat ho would fight
'ike a tiger. Some men never fight
until they arc so mad thatthey

Another peculiar thing about these
dances in the was that the
girls became so accustomedto fighting
that they not and could
often establish peace when men were
powerless.

It will be imagineVTthat in case of a
fight between town country young
men at a country dance, there would
le a fight the time the country
fellows to "town, as
every man was expected to stand by
his friends, very few men could "keep
out of trouble : " so many fellows
bound to have it.

Family matters wtre not dragged
into the famous Sht between Ben
Holladay Geo. V. Dye: Holladay
precipitated it by saying that back in
Kentucky, where they known each
other as boys, Dye stolen 510 !

there was little fighting a
the better class 'lances at Weston ia J S

tenants from Fort Leavenworth
frequent guests at these affairs '

some of them became famous after- - j

wards. J. E. B. Stewart Albert I

Sydney Joseph E. Johnston, Lee- - j

tenants then, often came up from Fort j

Leavenworth to attend the Weston i

dance5. which were held ia a
45x150 feet-- i

These men afterwards almost I

as well known as the Coafoderzcj it-- j

self. At Shiloh. Albert Sydney John
son commaaded the Army of the Mi- -

WW- 'SMa.Vvi.

was and light hearted" at old-tim- e

dances ia Weston. "Shanks'
Evans, who known in connection
with the battle at BaH's Bluff, was
another of the young military strip-
lings admired by the Weston
girls.

At that time Weston was practically
the only town In this section of the
west ; lieutenants had to go there
to be admired by the girls, or do with-
out admiration. The officers frequent-
ly accompanied the Westor young peo-
ple to Major Bean's, at Bean lake,
where they danced from sundown until
daylight.

There is a tradition, however, to
effect that the lieutenants from
the Fort beat the Weston men in so-
ciety-, could never beat them in
a poker game, although they often
tried it.

When Albert Syndey Johnson heard

tnat war had been declared between
the and south, he was on the
plains, at Ash in charge of a
detachment en route to Salt Lake- - His
fiery young officers wanted to turn
back at once, join the Confederacy,

he told them no ; they must accom-
pany him to Salt Lake, execute
their commission. Then they could
accompany him to the south, if they
wanted to, for there was where he was
going.

Leander E. Wells, a farmer living
near Weston, was the first white child
born in the Platte His
father, John B. Wells, established the
old Rialto ferry, a mile below Weston,
which did an enormous business in the
early days. Old man Wells was sup-
posed to have been a miser, when
he died a years ago, every foot of
his house lot was spaded up, in the
hope of finding his buried treasure,

not a dollar was found. Men with
divining rods came from great
lo assist in the searcht but if Wells

maimed possibly Ben Holladay buried hiding is
up storv, it' BtiU mvsterv. Verv few

end

had
it

few

hall

cs much money as their neighbors
they have ; probabljr old man Wells
was no exception to the rule. Milton
Tootle, of St. Joseph, was exception.
People said he was worth a million
when he died ; his administrators found

. nearlj' nine millions. Too
tle married a Weston girl.

Old John B. Wells was one of the
familiar figures on the streets of the
Weston of long ago. He always rode
a roan horse, and no other kind in
his stable. When one horse died of
old age, old John put his saddle on a
roan colt, rode it until it became
too old for service. He was the owner
of a famous breed of roan horses, and
would never sell one. When I passed
his house a weeks ago, there was
a roan horse tied at the .fence: his
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widow is still living. Did John is dead,,
but his roan horses go on forever.

Platte county is the home of the single--

footer, a style of riding horse still
popular. In the early days everybody
rode horseback, and the joung man
who worked on a farm at 510 a month
was very apt to own a long-taile- d single-

-footer worth 200, which he rode
to dances, to spelling schools, and to
church. Every Missourian speaks lov-

ingly of a riding horse of the "Pepper"
variety, which reaches perfection in
Platte county. Indeed, the Pepper
stock of horses originated in Platte
county. They were bred by old Jack!
Pepper, who lived near Weston, and
his descendants are still breeding them.

Cy. Gordon, the guerilla, was a Platto
county man, and during the war Union
soldiers were regularly stationed in
Woaton to watch him ; three regiments
wintered there in 1S63-- 3. Old citizens
utill tell about Cy. Gordon's fight with
Major Josephs, at Bee creek, three
miles from town. Uncle John Woods,'
although he came originally from Ohio,

w9 a rampant secessionist, and in
hearty sympathy with Cy. Gordon.
Uncle John says that at the Bee creek
fight, Cy. Gordon had 32 men, and

200; that Josephs was routed,
and rushed back to town saying that
Price s army was after him ! Colonel
Josephs had cannon, but only wounded
two of the guerillas. The, Union loss
was never known, but Uncle John says
that dead men were brought in all day.
. Joe Evans says that in Col. Josephs'
official report of the fight, ho stated
that 95 of Cy. Gordon's men were killed,
whereas Joe Evans claims to know
positively that Gordon only had 22 mea
all told, and that only two of them
were slightly wouaded ; he knew thera
both,

Cy. Gordon, however, was a food deal
like Cleveland, the Union guerilla who
made headquarters on the other side
of the river: whoever had anything
worth taking was his enemy. Cy. Gor-

don once looted Weston in broad day-
light, and took whatever he wanted.
At another time he held up a train at
Weston, and carried off more dry goods
and groceries than he and his mea t chicken ;
could have used in tea years.

Cy. Gordon onco rn&de a dash to catch
Jim Lane, who was United states sen-
ator from Kansas, bnt missed him by
a ifvr minutes. Lane was returaing
to Kansas from Washington, and came
by the Hannibal & st. Joseph railroad
to St. Joseph, and thence to Weston
and Iavmworth R B, Morri. at
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present "collector of internal revenue
for Kansas, was conductor of the train

j on which Lane rode from St. Joseph to
eston, and says that Lane was dis-

guised with a heavy beard while pass-
ing through Missouri. At Iatan, where
it is said the first rebel flag was raised.
Lane removed his whiskers, and news
of his coming reached Weston in ad-
vance. E. B. Morris also savs that on
one occasion S. C Pomcroy, the other
United States senator from Kansas,
was a passenger on his train between
St. Joseph and Atchison. Pomeroy
asked permission to go into the bag-
gage car, where he took off his citizen's
clothes, and put on a full suit of soldier
blue in which to appear ia Kansas.
Soon after the first battle of Bull Run,
nearly everyone in Washington enlisted
in the militia ; among them was Sena-
tor Pomeroy, who was chosen a corpor-
al, and when he returned home, he put
oa his corporal clothes before appear-
ing among his patriotic constituents.

Old John Brown was a prisoner in
Weston for two or three days, and was
carefully guarded at the International
hotel. He was captured near Hickory
Point, in Kansas, by a party of Weston
raiders, but was not particularly no-
torious at the time, and was finaUy
given his liberty.

In every Kansas history, the name
"Stringfellow" appears frequently. B
F. Stringfellow practiced law atWes
ton. He was the man whe knocked
Governor Eeeder down at Shawnee Mis-
sion for referring to the Strlngfellows
as "border ruffians," which term soon
became a part of the language of the
border. Dr. J. H. Stringfellow did not

live at Weston, but was often tnere,
and was a citizen of tho county. Dr.
stringfellow was speaker of the firsto
Kansas house of representatives, which
was organized in a grove at Pawnee.
That legislature was the one which
adopted the Missouri statutes entire,
substituting the word "Kansas" for
"Missouri" wherever it appeared. B.
IF. Stringfellow died several years ago,
but Dr. Stringfellow is still practicing
medicine at St. Joseph.

Joe Evans, at present a citizen of
tWeston, was a rebident of the same
town when the first election was held
in Kansas, at which it is charged that
Missourians voted in great numbers.
Mr. Evans says there is no question
that a great many illegal votes were
cast by Missourians. He was in Kick-apo- o

on election day, but did not vote.
However, he says that many illegal
votes were cast on the other side, and
some Emigrant Aid Society people who
have lately written books about tho
Kansas struggle, intimate the same
thing.

Dr. Stringfellow was elected to the
legislature at this first election in
Kansas, and he has always contended
that there was no illegal voting. B.
F. Stringfellow saw tho handwriting
on the wall early in the struggle, and
knew that slavery must fail not only
in Kansas, but would go down In a
clash of arms in tho nation, but Dr.

believed that alav-- sw if tness
! erv would Had it i requires. havu

slated by his party for one of tho.
United States afterwards
given to Jim Lane and S. C Pomeroy
in 1SG1.

Western people have been familiar
for years with the New York banking
firm of Donnell, Lawson & Simpson,
which dealt in western securities, and
finally went to the wall. L. M. Law-so- n,

a member of the firm, was former-
ly a Weston lawyer.

Weston had two toll roads in the
early days, and people were compelled
to poy for the privilege of driving over
them, but now thst they aro free, they
are deserted. Not a foot of either road
is used ; farmers and others drive on
dirt roads beside the old pikes, which
were constructed of native stono, and
very rough.

Weston is ctill an interesting town
to visit. Being settled originally by

it looks like a southern
town : thcro are no houses like those
at Weston on the Kansas side.

Eastern Kansas is forty-on- e years
old, but it looks like a new country
compared to western Missouri, al-

though the actual difference in age is
less than twenty years. When the
people settled around Wcaton, they
duplicated the houses they were famil-
iar with in Kentucky, whereas the
style of architecture in Kansas has
always been western.

Nearly all the pawpaw come from
the Missouri side ; so do the red birds,
and one Woston man informed mo that
while turkey buzzards were common
in Missouri, they wcro rarely seen in
Kansas. The same man told which
I never knew before, that every fall,
pawpaws are still shipped iroxn Weston
to California !

Nestling among the hill of Woston
are neat, old fashioned houses I should
like to visit; I should like
to be invited to one of them to dinner,
for that is a country noted for its din-
ner?. There is still a fashion to go to
Weston for a colored cook when a great
dinner Is to be prepared. A banker'fc
daughter was lately married at De-
Kalb, and an old colored aunty from
Weston wa wnt for to cook thr din-
ner The dinner was not pttnicd
.after French, but after the

There were no "coorv","
it was ill put on the table at one, asd
consisted of roast turkey, ttuffed "with
bread and gibl-t- s ; iparerifes and s&n- -
sge; boua nam ttro years old , iri.enieken pi hot bLwruiU:
salt riing bread : boiled custard , eight
kinds of cs.ke. including pound cake,
stack cake, and blsc cake, six kinds
of pie : aH kinds of pr&wTrrh. pickle
and jelly, and sweet potatoes asd ap-
ples.

The famous colored cooks ia this sec-

tion were taaght by white women now
iivinj in Weston, and their horse a.r
oa neat as their dinceri are palatable.

Aitaoegh wotnrn have rnor trouble
j than xaea. thry seem to ad it better;
i thty become zocmsUtmcd in tb hard
j fare and get fzt on St-- A Weston ma
, Vat his vf! was uroog nd '

i Tigorotss. OW fcettlr iaforrad roe
j that it sad ben said of the wife far
! fortv years

m- i- wbi bsi?

;

i "e - -

her ansttaaa vra vo tasgfc a.nd naai
' th&i forty Tear typ titer wsa talk a. j
' W hi vecooef wife.
i Maav of tb Weston vcotsvs a- - j

enltored. &b& perfect tiorHioeMa of
iaformiea. A ha a mto. ita
bo, becom sour with a;e. like mm ;

i she bceosaoA ateimy al retiicw. i

,can 'rcaairy realize ner xsae
ance. But it is different with 1

band : 1 imagine that were Be Holkvi
day living now, old and poor, it wouM
be difficult to appreciate his former

'grtotness.
One of the old time amusements is

Weston to twit Holladay about
Dmething that was to him,

and hear him swear. He was ma artisti
in that line, and never had a rival,
though a certain doctor often attempt-
ed toequal him. Bat the doctor was
simply swept off his feet by the waves,
of blasphemy Holladay dashed at hiav
In the days of his prosperity, witl;
counts and barons coming to see hi
daughters, Holladay no doubt tried to,
q-i- t his swearing, and couldn't do it
as is the experience of most men, bui
I have a notion that if Holladay were,
living now, old and poor, he woula
Tevivc his swearing, and his disappoint-
ments and reverses would add much to
his old vocabulary, rich as it was kaii
to have been.

But were Ann Calvert, his wife, stilj
living, I also have a notion that she
would be as elegant as she was whec
the mistress at White Plains, and tho
pampered favorite of royalty abroad.
When a. woman has once "been some-
thing," she does not give it ud as easily
as a. man. E. W". Hows.

LONGFELLOW'S FIRST POETRY.
H More Than Thirty When HU Yt

Volume )Yu VublUhed.
Toward the end of 1S36 he took up

his abode ia Cambridge, where he was
to reside for the rest of his life for
forty-fiv-e years. He was made to feel
at home in the society of the scholars
who clustered about Harvard, then al
most the sole center of culture in th
country. His work for the college was
not so exacting that hcliad not time
for literature. The impulso to write
poetry returned; yet the next book ho
published was the prose
which appoarcd in 1839, and which,
though it has little plot or action, may
be called a romance. Tho youthful
and poetic hero, a passionate pilgrim
in Europe, was more or less a rctleo
tion of Longfellow himself.

A few months later, in the samo
year, he published hts first volume ot
poems "Voices of tho Night" in
which ho reprinted certain of his earli
er verses, most of them written while
he was at Bowdoin. Some of theso
boyish verses show the influence of
Bryant, and others reveal to lis that
the young poet had not yet looked at
life for himself, but still saw it through
the stained glass windows of tradition.
The same volume contained also soma
more recent poems: "Tho
City," and tho "Pwilm of LifeJ per
haps the first of his poems to wia a
swift and abiding popularity. Theso
lyrics testified that Longfellow was be-
ginning to have a style of his own. As
Hawthorne wrote to him, "Nothing;
equal to them was ever written in this,
world this western world, I mean."

Certainly no American author hnJ
yet written any poem of tho kind svo

good as the best of those in
volume of "Ballad's," printed twa
years later. Better than any othec
American poet Longfellow had mas-
tered the difficulties of the story in
pong; and he knew how to combine the

Stringfellow always and tho picturesqueness tho
ballad His balladswin. won. he was

senatorships

southerners,

me,

particularly

the

was
disagreeable

"Hyperion,"

Beleaguered

Longfellow's

more of tho old-tim- e magic, mora of
the early simplicity than those of any
other modern English author. Of it
kind, there is nothing better ia thu.
language than "Tho Skeleton In Ar,
mor," with its splendid lyric swingt
and "Tho Village- Blacksmith" and
"Tho Wreck of the Hesperus " are al
most as good in their humbler sphere,
"Excelsior," in the same volume, voices
tho nobler aspirationu of youth, ant)
has been taken to heart by thousands
of boys and girls. Prof. Brander Mat
thews, in St. Nicholas.

THE COMING MAN SLEEP?
A Vroce of Involution 3Iay I)iIop Mrij

Who Can Work Twenty-fou- r JIunrs a
Day.
An assertion by a prominent medical

authority that the early rUing theory
if a mistake and that the vital force
do not come fully into play until mid
day is refuted by another writer, wha
says that ho would like to acquiesce,
but can not conscientiously do no irr
the light of scientific evidence to tho
contrary.

Little can be deduced from the hab
its of the lower animaln, ho thinks, nt
these aro to be judged wholly accord-
ing to circumstances. Tho question o(
sleep should be considered In view of
the necessities of civilized life. AH
animals, human and otherwise, having
sight, sleep primarily because of th
alternate recurrence of light and dark-
ness.

Primitive man, having no artificial
light, tlcpt from nightfall to daybreak,
for the simple reason that there was
nothing else for him to do. With eaeh
advance in tho qnality of lights, howi
ever, the human race hat exhibited r

tendency to stay awako longer and la
do more work at night. Future devel-
opments, among which Is the ponlbll-it- y

of light without heat, zmlj conceiv-
ably rnako man independent of xhn
light of day for the carrying oa of bui-i- n

ess.
In that cavs tho fittest maa will b

he who can keep awakn tho longs
and get through the most work in tho
twenty-fou- r hours. Even now, all ths
hours of the night and day belnr; avails
able for work, tho ain who prefers 4
long sleep Is at a disadvantage

If the Darwialsa theory bo corr-c- S

he w;ll die oat and bo replaced by
more active type with aa organization
adzptrd to tne new conditions. The
writer considers the aicoest of tJtn;
pai in sleep by ta arcraga raaq

nothing short of dreadfnl
Twenty-fir- e years of Ufa aro often

thus wasted, he say, nil bairs oi th
tltemation of night and dzy. He con-
cludes that though Jt wfll take many
generations for this change to be

the rare i raca will tend Vi
lose their faltT for !ep. and that,
with ni?ht teraed lato dxjt there la no
physiotogtcal raioa why thy hot:hJ
cot

It is only a soall portion of th cerr
rm sjsteai tJsat fticep. The bodily
fanctioas go oa continually. Why n0
the inlUcclail fenctioa as well? v
aoks 2. V. Sua. f
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